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This information Guide is the third in a series of publications designed to assist Goods Vehicle Operators to 
comply with the obligations entered into when they were granted the authority to operate goods vehicles. 

 

All the statutory information given within this guide is available through the Driver and Vehicle Licensing 
Authority (DVLA) and the Driving Standards Agency (DSA). None of the advice and suggestions made by the 
author should be taken as statements of law. Independent legal advice should always be taken, if necessary. 
 

While every effort has been made to provide accurate content within this guide, the author does not assume any 
legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of information contained herein. 
 

Written by Steve Williams, Compliance Adviser at Truck UK 
February 2010 
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Goods Vehicle Operators and their obligations 
 
Driving Licences  
 
Introduction - As an employer and a goods vehicle operator, do you check all 
your drivers’ licences regularly and do you ensure that your drivers’ let you know 
when they receive penalty points on their driving licence, even for an offence 
committed away from work, in a private vehicle?  If you don’t you could find 
yourself in front of the Traffic Commissioner and / or having to answer to the 
Police.  In a worse case scenario corporate manslaughter issues could raise their 
ugly head.  
 
As an employer you have a Duty of Care, a legal obligation and a commitment to 
your insurance provider to regularly check all your employee's driving licences to 
ensure that each and every driver has the correct authority to drive your vehicles.  
 
This requirement doesn’t just extend to your vocational drivers. If you have office; 
warehouse; sales or garage workers who drive any size or type of vehicle on your 
behalf, whether that be a 44 tonner or a runabout used to go to the local post 
office, you must ensure that you, or someone competent within your operation, is 
regularly checking all relevant driving licences.  
 
The scope of this requirement to check driving licences goes beyond your own 
employees.  If your vehicles are collected from your premises by a third party 
provider for preventative maintenance inspection or servicing, are you satisfied 
that the person taking your vehicle away is qualified and suitably insured to be 
driving your vehicle?  You might think that it is up to the dealership or garage to 
check this out, but if you haven’t put in place a specific requirement for them to do 
this for you then you could be liable to prosecution if it transpires that you didn’t 
bother to check and an incident occurs when that vehicle is out of your hands. 
 
The same goes for employing agency drivers.  It’s no good relying on the agency, 
however reputable they may be, to only send you suitably qualified drivers’ who 
have had the required breaks in drivers’ hours. You are the Operator and once any 
driver takes control of a vehicle specified on your ‘O’ licence he or she becomes 
your responsibility and it’s your compliance that the Traffic Commissioner is 
interested in, not the agencies.   
 
Don't be satisfied with looking at photo-copies or just the photo-card section of a 
driving licence, you need to see the complete and original driving licence. If you 
interview a new driver invest if getting their driving licence checked before you 
make a decision on whether to employ them or not. 
 
Don't just glance at the driving licence and hand it back. Allocate time to carry out 
this process, don’t try and fit it in as just another annoying ‘jobs worth’ 
administrative task to be ticked off the list.  Checking licences, like a lot of the 
procedures and mandatory requirements we in this industry are forced to comply 
with, doesn’t seem worth bothering about, until something goes wrong! Then, the 
buck will have to stop somewhere, so make sure it doesn’t stop with you. Follow 
the advice in this booklet and you should not only ensure that your ‘O’ licence is 
not at risk, but you will have the satisfaction of knowing that you are doing your bit 
to keep our roads safer.    
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Who can drive what?  
 
Make sure your drivers meet minimum age requirement s - You must 
know which vehicles your drivers are legally allowed to drive and how old they 
must be to drive them.  
 

The minimum driving ages are: 
 

·  16 for mopeds  
 

·  17 for cars with and without trailers  
 

·  17 for motorcycles up to 25 kilowatts (33bhp)  
 

·   18 for ‘medium-sized vehicles’ - if there is a trailer connected, the 
combined weight of vehicle and trailer must be under 7.5 kilograms  

 

·  21 for certain combinations of ‘medium-sized vehicles’ with a trailer  
 

·  21 for large vehicles with or without a trailer  
 

·  21 for buses with or without trailers  
 

·  21 for minibuses with or without trailers  
 
The weight of the vehicle also determines what type of vehicles drivers are entitled 
to drive. This is where 'vehicle categories' become relevant to you and these are 
marked on driving licences. 
 

Many people still refer to Class One, Two and Three Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) 
licences, even though these went out of existence a long time ago.  
 

There used to be Class 3, 2 and 1 HGV driving licences that were issued directly 
from the Traffic Area Offices, as a separate licence to the ordinary driving licence. 
But, since the introduction of the European or Community Driving Licence the 
accepted prove of authorisation granted to drive trucks has been encompassed 
within the one licence, as a vocational category.  The only element that has 
remained unchanged is that the Traffic Commissioner retains the authority to take 
action against a vocational category holder, over and above any action that may 
be taken by Police through the Courts.  
 

Nowadays the term recognised by the authorities for vocational categories for 
truck drivers’ is LGV (Large Goods Vehicle), not HGV (Heavy Goods Vehicle)! 
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Holders of a full category B (car) driving licence may 
drive any of the large vehicles listed below: 
 
 
(a) a goods vehicle propelled by steam (e.g. large vehicles with coal or wood 
burning engines); 
 

(b) any road construction vehicles used or kept on the road solely for the 
conveyance of built-in road construction machinery (with or without articles or 
materials used for the purpose of that machinery); 
 

(c) any engineering plant other than a mobile crane (vehicles designed or 
constructed for the purpose of engineering operations – for mobile cranes see *); 
 

(d) a works truck (primarily designed for use in private premises or in the 
immediate vicinity e.g. dumper trucks / forklift trucks); 
 

(e) an industrial tractor (tractors used mainly for haulage work off the public road, 
the vehicle must not have an unladen weight exceeding 7370kg and have a design 
speed not exceeding 20mph); 
 

(f) agricultural motor vehicles, which are not agricultural or forestry tractors 
(primarily used off the public road e.g. crop sprayer / combine harvester); 
 

(g) digging machines (vehicles which are limited to travel on a public road only for 
the purpose of proceeding to or from sites – used for trench digging or any kind of 
excavating or shovelling work e.g. vehicles with digging buckets / shovels); 
 

(h) a goods vehicle which, in so far as it is used on a road – 
 

(i) is used only in passing from land in the occupation of a person keeping 
the vehicle to other land in the occupation of that person, and 
(ii) is not used on public roads for distances exceeding an aggregate of 9.7 
kilometres in any calendar week; 
 

(j) a goods vehicle, other than an agricultural motor vehicle, which – 
 

(i) is used only for purposes relating to agriculture, horticulture or forestry, 
(ii) is used on roads only in passing between different areas of land 
occupied by the same person, and 
(iii) in passing between any two such areas does not travel a distance 
exceeding 1.5 kilometres on roads; 

 

(k) a goods vehicle used for no purpose other than the haulage of lifeboats and the 
conveyance of the necessary gear of the lifeboats which are being hauled; 
 

(l) a goods vehicle manufactured before 1 January 1960, used unladen and not 
drawing a laden trailer; 
 

(m) articulated goods vehicles not exceeding 3.05 tonnes unladen weight; 
 

(n) a goods vehicle in the service of a visiting force or headquarters as defined in 
the Visiting Forces and International Headquarters (Application of Law) Order 
1965(a); 
 

(o) a goods vehicle driven by a constable for the purpose of removing or avoiding 
obstruction to other road users or other members of the public, for the purpose of 
protecting life or property (including the vehicle and its load) or for other similar 
purposes; 
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(p) a goods vehicle fitted with apparatus designed for raising a disabled vehicle 
partly from the ground and for drawing a disabled vehicle when so raised (whether 
by partial superimposition or otherwise) being a vehicle which – 
 

(i) is used solely for dealing with disabled vehicles; 
(ii) is not used for the conveyance of any goods other than a disabled 
vehicle when so raised and water, fuel, accumulators and articles required 
for the operation of, or in connection with, such apparatus or otherwise for 
dealing with disabled vehicles; and 
(iii) has an unladen weight not exceeding 3.05 tonnes; 
 

(q) a passenger-carrying vehicle recovery vehicle  
 

(r) mobile project vehicles – having a maximum authorised mass exceeding 3.5 
tonnes and constructed or adapted to carry not more than 8 persons in addition to 
the driver and carries principally goods or burden consisting of; 
 

(i) play or educational equipment and articles required in connection with 
the use of such equipment, or 
(ii) articles required for the purposes of display or of an exhibition, and the 
primary purpose of which is used as a recreational, educational or 
instructional facility when stationary. 

 

Drivers must be aged 21 and have held a category B licence for at least 2 years. A 
mobile project vehicle may only be driven on behalf of a non-commercial body. 
However, drivers who passed their car test before 1st January 1997 are not subject 
to these conditions. 
 

* Mobile cranes: 
 

Since 1st January 1999 a category C1 driving licence is required to drive a mobile 
crane which exceeds 3.5 tonnes but not 7.5 tonnes and category C if over 7.5 
tonnes. 
 

Holders of a full category D (PCV) driving licence can also drive a passenger-
carrying recovery vehicle. This is defined as – a vehicle (not being an articulated 
goods vehicle combination) which – 
 

(i) has an unladen weight not exceeding 10.2 tonnes; 
(ii) is being operated by the holder of a PSV operator’s licence and, 
(iii) is being used for the purpose of – 

 
(a) proceeding to, or returning from, a place where assistance is to be, or has 
been, given to a damaged or disabled passenger-carrying vehicle; or 
 

(b) giving assistance to or moving a disabled passenger-carrying vehicle or 
moving a damaged vehicle. 
 

The minimum age for driving an Exempted Goods Vehicle is determined by its 
weight – Vehicles with a MAM which exceeds 3.5 tonnes but not 7.5 tonnes may 
be driven at age 18 years. Drivers of Exempted Passenger Carrying Vehicles 
(PCVs) and any vehicle which weighs more than 7.5 tonnes can be driven from 
the age of 21 years. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: the source for the last two pages information was the DVLA publication ‘Special Licensing 
Arrangements for Large Goods Vehicles’ INF52 
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Minimum ages for driving different weight vehicles 
 
Vehicle weights explained - As well as age, the different vehicle categories 
on a driving licence govern the type of vehicle that can legally be driven. These 
categories are also determined by the weight of the vehicle the licence enables the 
holder to drive. 
 

Unladen weight - The unladen weight of a commercial vehicle is its weight 
when not carrying goods. The definition of unladen weight stated by DVLA 
includes the body and all parts necessary for the vehicle to operate normally on a 
road, excluding water, fuel or other substances used to power the vehicle. Just to 
make it even more confusing many within the industry will refer to this as the ‘tare’ 
weight, although others will disagree!  
 

Maximum authorised mass - Maximum authorised mass (MAM) is also 
known as gross weight, permissible maximum weight or “plated weight”. This is 
the maximum weight of the vehicle that may be carried on the road, including the 
maximum load the vehicle may safely carry. This is normally shown on the plating 
certificate fitted to the vehicle, once it’s undertaken its first annual test. 
 

Plated weight – As stated above, the MAM 
should be shown on the both the manufacturers 
plate, normally stamped onto the cab or chassis, 
as well as the Ministry plating certificate.  
 

Once a commercial vehicle is a year old ensure 
that it has a plating certificate in the cab, 
normally fixed inside the passenger door and 
easy to see, should a VOSA examiner wish to 
check its detail at a roadside spot check / 
encounter. 
 

A second copy of the plating certificate should be 
issued at time of first test and this should be kept 
with the vehicle log book (V5); test certificate; 
speed limiter certificate and tachograph 
calibration certificate. 
 

Train weight – The train weight is the combined MAM of the vehicle and any 
trailer that it is permitted to pull. Again, this should be shown on the Ministry plate. 
 

Requirements for towing trailers  - Whether drivers are entitled to tow a 
trailer or not depends on the category entitlement on their driving licence. An 
additional set of driving tests is often required for each category or sub-category of 
entitlement.  
 
There are several anomalies in the rules affecting holders of driving licences 
gained before and after 1st January 1997, as well as the different sizes of vehicle 
that holders are legally permitted to drive.  The changes that took place from that 
date have led to a lot of confusion and even instances of drivers’ wrongly being 
permitted by their employer to drive vehicles that they do not have authorisation to 
drive.  It’s important that this ‘quirk’ in the regulations, especially with regard to the 
12 tonnes MAM vehicles and combinations of vehicles, is understood. 

 
Plating certificate in a vehicle cab 
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Age restrictions for driving medium-sized and large  
vehicles with or without trailers 
 
The minimum age requirement for driving a medium-sized vehicle with a light 
trailer in the UK is presently 18. To drive a medium-sized vehicle with a heavier 
trailer or a large vehicle with any type of trailer, the driver must be at least 21 - or 
18 if the combination weight is under 7.5 tonnes. 
 
The driver must hold a vocational category 'C1' entitlement, or a 'C1+E' entitlement 
for trailers heavier than 750 kilograms. 
 
Minimum ages for driving medium commercial vehicles  
 

  Description Category Minimum 

age 

Vehicles between 3.5 tonnes and 7.5 tonnes with a trailer up to 750 

kilograms 

C1 18* 

Combinations of vehicles where the towing vehicle is in subcategory C1 

and its trailer has a MAM of more than 750 kilograms, provided that the 

MAM of the combination thus formed does not exceed 12 tonnes and 

the MAM of the trailer does not exceed the unladen mass of the towing 

vehicle. (If the driver passed a category B test prior to 1st January 1997 

they will be restricted to a total weight not more than 8.25 tonnes) 

 

C1+E 

 

21* 

 
*Age 18 if combination weight is under 7.5 tonnes, eg the vehicle weight is 5.5 tonnes and the trailer 

weight is 1.9 tonnes - total weight is 7.49 tonnes. 

Minimum age for driving larger commercial vehicles 
 

Description Category Minimum 

age 

Vehicles over 3.5 tonnes with a trailer up to 750 kilograms C 21* 

Vehicles over 3.5 tonnes with a trailer over 750 kilograms C+E 21* 

*Age 17 if member of armed forces or age 18 if member of the young drivers scheme 
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Towing trailers with a car. 
 
Rules on towing trailers if the driver holds a car driving licence - If 
you want a driver to use a car or car derived van to tow a trailer, the rules are 
different depending on whether they passed their ordinary car driving test or tests 
before or after 1st January 1997. 
 
If the driver passed their car driving test before 1st January 1997  - 
Drivers who passed their ordinary practical driving test before 1st January 1997 
can tow trailers until their licence expires. This means that they are entitled to drive 
a vehicle and trailer combination of up to 8.25 tonnes MAM. They can also drive a 
minibus with a trailer more than 750 kilograms MAM, but not for hire and reward. 
 
Drivers who hold sub-category C1+E, limited to 8.25 tonnes MAM, can apply for 
provisional entitlement to the new sub-category C1+E, to take and pass the test 
that will increase their combined vehicle and trailer entitlement to 12 tonnes MAM. 
This requirement is not made clear when driving licences are checked against the 
DVLA website, yet, as an operator you are expected to make sure that you do not 
permit any driver who passed their ordinary driving test before 1st January 1997 to 
drive any combination of vehicles weighing more than 8.25 tonnes MAM unless 
they gained their category C1+E by examinations. 
 
Drivers’ do not have to gain sub-category C1 entitlement first, but they must meet 
the higher medical standards expected of all LGV drivers’ and get their GP to 
complete a medical form D4, then go on and pass both the category C theory test 
and the sub-category C1+E practical test. 
 
If a driver passed their car driving test after 1 st  January 1997  – 
drivers who passed their ordinary car driving tests after 1st January 1997 will have 
gained a category B driving licence, which only permits them to drive vehicles up 
to 3.5 tonnes MAM. Therefore, they must pass the additional theory and practical 
driving tests to gain entitlement to drive all larger vehicles.  Furthermore, from 10th 
September 2009 they will also be required to pass the Driver CPC initial 
qualifications if they wish to drive commercial vehicles professionally. 
 
Rules on towing trailers heavier than 750 kilograms  for holders of 
vocational category C driving licences - Since 1st January 1997, drivers 
who gain a category C vocational entitlement have been limited to towing trailers 
up to 750 kilograms MAM.   
 
This in effect means that a vocational category C only permits the holder to legally 
drive any rigid commercial vehicle up to 32 tonnes MAM.  
 
To tow trailers heavier than 750 kilograms drivers’ must hold a category C+E 
entitlement. So, if you want a driver to take out either an articulated combination of 
tractor unit and semi-trailer, or a drawbar combination of rigid and trailer they must 
be the holder of a valid vocational category C+E. 
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Towing trailers with a ‘medium sized’ vehicle 
 
PLEASE NOTE: - ‘medium sized’ vehicles is the way in which the DVLA describe 
commercial vehicles or vehicles being used for commercial purposes, that are 
over 3.5 and up to 7.5 tonnes MAM. 
 

Licensing requirements for towing trailers with a ‘ medium-sized’ 
goods vehicle - European Commission regulations limit drivers aged under 21 
years of age to driving vehicles or combinations that weigh no more than 7.5 
tonnes MAM. This means such drivers are not allowed to drive sub-category C1+E 
vehicles up to 12 tonnes MAM. But, 18 to 21 year old drivers are allowed to take a 
test for sub-category C1+E, which will allow trailers of more than 750 kilograms 
MAM to be towed. 
 
Entitlement is limited to a combination weight of 7.5 tonnes MAM until the driver 
reaches 21 years. At this age the balance of 12 tonnes MAM entitlement 
automatically becomes effective. 
 

Sub-category C1: ‘medium-sized’ goods vehicles - Sub-category C1 
vehicles may be coupled with a trailer up to 750 kilograms MAM, allowing a 
combination of up to 8.25 tonnes MAM. But unlike category B, the 750 kilograms 
MAM trailer weight limit is an absolute limit. 
 
As already stated, to gain the entitlement to drive such combinations, category B 
licence holders must meet the higher medical standards and pass the theory and 
practical tests for sub-category C1. 
 

Sub-category C1+E: medium sized goods vehicles plus  trailer over 
750 kilograms MAM - Sub-category C1+E allows vehicles to be combined with 
a trailer more than 750 kilograms MAM provided both the following are complied 
with: 

·  the combination does not exceed 12 tonnes MAM  

·  the laden weight of the trailer does not exceed the unladen weight of the 
towing vehicle  

 
To gain the legal entitlement to drive this combination, category B licence holders 
must pass further tests – a category C theory test and a sub-category C1 practical 
test, followed by C1+E practical test. A category B licence holder cannot go 
directly from category B to sub-category C1+E, just as he / she is unable to go 
from category B to category C+E without first gaining a category C authorisation 
by examination. 
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Applying for a licence to drive a commercial vehicl e 
 
If you want to put an employee forward to learn to drive a commercial vehicle 
weighing over 3.5 tonnes MAM you must first make sure that they have gained 
provisional entitlement to drive category C vehicles on their existing driving 
licence. 
 
 

Forms needed to apply for provisional entitlement t o drive 
vocational category C vehicles - If a driver holds a valid category B driving 
licence and they want to add provisional entitlement to drive commercial vehicles 
to it they must first complete DVLA application form D2 and get their GP to carry 
out a medical on them and complete medical report form D4.  Please be aware 
that there will be a charge by the Doctor for carrying out the medical and filling in 
the form, it is not something the NHS covers. What’s more this charge can be 
anything from £60.00 up to £200.00, so be prepared. 
 
Both the above forms are available from DVLA online.  If you go to the Business 
link website at: www.businesslink.gov.uk and look for the ‘Transport & Logistics’ 
sector you will be taken to the applications online page, where you can request a 
D2 pack that contains everything needed for someone to apply for a provisional 
vocational licence entitlement. 
 
At the time of writing this booklet there is no application fee for having the 
provisional entitlement added to an existing licence, but I would advise that you 
check this, as things can change!.  
 

Old-style paper driving licence holder  - If the applicant has an old style 
paper based driving licence they will also need to complete additional 
requirements for the issue of a photo-card driving licence. 
 
When applying for a photo-card driving licence the applicant will need to provide 
proof of identity and a photograph. 
 
The DVLA cannot issue a driving licence unless it can confirm the identity of the 
applicant. Original documents must be provided as prove, because DVLA will not 
accept photocopies or laminated certificates. 
 
The passport style photograph required must meet certain criteria. It may also 
need to be certified depending on the type of identification that is provided to apply 
for the licence. 
 
If the driver doesn't want to send identification documentation through the post, 
they may be able to use the premium checking services now available at selected 
main Post Offices and DVLA local offices. 
 
Either the driver or you will need to send the completed D2 and D4 forms to: 
 
DVLA 
Swansea 
SA99 1BR 
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Disqualifications in England, Wales and Scotland - If any 
driver has been disqualified from driving, they can have a licence again either:- 

·  at the end of the disqualification period; or  
·  earlier, if the disqualification is lifted. 

If the driver intends to wait until the end of the disqualification period, they will 
usually receive a reminder from the DVLA eight weeks before the end of the 
disqualification period to apply for a new licence. If they do not receive a reminder, 
they should fill in form D1 available from the post office and send it to the DVLA. 
 
An application can be made to the court which dealt with the case to have the 
disqualification lifted if the driver has been disqualified for a minimum of two years. 
When they can apply, depends on the length of time for which they were 
disqualified. 
 
For some driving offences a court can disqualify the driver and order that they be 
re-tested. If the offence is very serious the court can order that they are 
‘disqualified until test passed’ and that they must take a double-practical driving 
test known as an ‘extended driving test’. They will therefore need to apply for a 
provisional licence. A fee is payable for this. 
 
The rules about when to apply to the court are complicated and someone who is 
thinking about this course of action should consult an experienced adviser, for 
example their solicitor. 

Disqualifications in Northern Ireland  - In Northern Ireland, if a 
driver is disqualified for twelve months or less, they should reapply in writing to the 
DVLNI (using form DL1) towards the end of the period of disqualification. They 
should give their name, address, date of birth, date of court appearance, length of 
the disqualification and a photograph. There is a fee for this. 

 
Endorsements - Drivers may incur penalty point endorsements on their 
driving licence for being convicted of committing certain driving offences. After a 
certain time they can apply to the DVLA on form D1 (DVLNI in Northern Ireland on 
form DL1) to have endorsements removed for a small charge. The time they will 
have to wait to have endorsements removed from their licence will vary according 
to the type of driving offence committed. This is usually four years, unless they 
have been convicted of a drinking and driving offence, in which case it is eleven 
years. 

�

Lost, stolen or defaced licences 
If a driving licence is lost or stolen, the driver should tell the police as soon as 
possible. They should also apply for a duplicate licence, as should someone 
whose licence has become defaced, using form D1 (DLI in Northern Ireland). The 
form can be obtained from the post office (local vehicle licensing offices in 
Northern Ireland) and when completed it should be sent to the DVLA (DVLNI in 
Northern Ireland). There is a charge for obtaining a duplicate licence. Duplicate 
licences may also be obtained by phoning the DVLA. 
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Change of name or address 
Paper driving licences  - If a driver holds a paper driving licence they will need 
to notify a change of name or address by completing a D1 application form, 
available from most post offices. 

Photo-card driving licences - If a photo-card driving licence is held and a 
notification of a change of address is required, the holder should complete the 
changes section on their paper counterpart licence and send it to the DVLA, 
together with their photo-card licence. If a change of name is the reason, a form 
D1 must be completed. 
 

For both paper and photo-card driving licences, documentary evidence of a 
change of name is required, for example, a birth certificate, passport or deed poll.  
 

The holder can continue to drive whilst they are waiting for the licence to be 
returned to them. The DVLA does not make a charge for changing the details of a 
name and address. However, drivers’ can be fined for not telling the DVLA about a 
change in their name or address. 
 

What to do if one of your drivers’ is suffering fro m a 
health problem 
 

You must ensure that a driver informs the DVLA if they have, or used to have, a 
medical condition or disability that may affect their driving. They also need to 
provide details if they develop a new condition or disability or one that has 
worsened since their last driving licence was issued. 
 

If they do not let DVLA know about a medical condition or disability that may affect 
their driving, it is a criminal offence punishable by a fine of up to £1,000.  What’s 
more, you as the employer / operator are expected to make all your employees 
aware of this requirement and you are expected to make sure that their health, 
including their eyesight, is checked regularly. 
 

The medical standards of fitness to drive are available to all medical practitioners 
and if a drivers’ Doctor has advised that they shouldn't drive, they should 
surrender their licence and re-apply for its restoration at a later date if their 
condition is treated or improves. 
 
How to contact the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Age ncy 
about a medical condition 

Drivers’ can contact the DVLA Medical Adviser by writing to the following address. 

Postal address 

Drivers Medical Group 

DVLA 

Swansea 

SA99 1TU 

or by e-mail  to: eftd@dvla.gsi.gov.uk 
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The European Community Photo-card driving licence 
 

The photo-card driving licence explained - The photo-card driving licence 
is now made entirely from polycarbonate and has a number of enhanced security 
features that weren't available on the older version. 

�
The drivers’ personal details  
 

Field 1   surname of the holder 
 

Field 2    first name of the holder 
 

Field 3   date and place of birth of the holder 
 

Field 4a  the date that the driving licence is valid from 
 

Field 4b            either the date at which the photo licence expires or the date at which 
                        the entitlement expires - MAKE SURE YOU CHECK THIS  
 

Field 4c            the authority that issued the licence – in the UK it is the DVLA. 
 

Field 5               the individual driver number 
 

A   B  C  D  E 

MORGA 657054 SM 9IJ ** 
�

An explanation of Field 5 
 
 

Section A  First five characters of surname. If the surname is less than five characters the 
remaining spaces will be made up using the figure 9. (eg MAN99) 

 

Section B  The first and last numbers are the year of birth. The second and third numbers are 
the month of birth. If you’re a woman, ‘5’ is added to the second number and the 
total used as the second digit eg if you're born in October the second and third 
numbers would be 60. The fourth and fifth digits show the day of your birth. 

 

Section C   The first two initials of your forenames. If you have only one initial then the second 
will be a ‘9’. 

 

Section D   Computer check digits. 
 

Section E Licence issue number. 
 

Field 6              the holders photograph, in black and white        
Field 7             the holders signature 
Field 8              the holders permanent address in the UK 
Field 9               the letters in capitals show the categories of entitlement covered by   

the European Community. UK categories are shown in smaller letters. 
Field 10            security feature hologram. 
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The European Photo-card driving licence explained -  2 

�
Field 12 - Unique identifier - Cards are pre numbered by the card manufacturer.  
This number is laser engraved onto the card prior to delivery to DVLA and is 
unique on every card. 
 
Fields 13 and 14 are not used at present 
 
Field 15 - Pictograms - These illustrations are representations of types of 
vehicles in those categories shown. 
 
Field 16 - Category validity periods - These are the dates when entitlement to 
drive each category begins and ends. 
 
Field 17 - Information codes  - The code numbers printed in this area indicate 
what (if any) restrictions the entitlement is subject to. 
 
Field 18 - Steering wheel security feature - This is a security feature in the 
shape of a steering wheel. The colour of the wheel changes from green to gold 
depending on how the licence is tilted. 
 
Other security features  
The new style driving licence also has tactile (raised) surfaces, tactile engraved 
text, changing colours as well as complex background designs. 
 
Further details about the new security features and can be found on leaflet ‘UK 
driving licence – level 1 security features’ INF60/7.  
 
 

AS AN EMPLOYER AND OPERATOR OF GOODS VEHICLES YOU 
MUST MAKE SURE THAT YOU UNDERSTAND DRIVER LICENSING  
REGULATIONS AND THAT EVERY DRIVER YOU EMPLOY, EVEN 
ON A TEMPORARY BASIS, IS SUITABLY QUALIFIED TO DRIV E 

THE TYPE OF VEHICLE YOU ASSIGN THEM TO. 
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Driving Licence Information Codes 
 

Listed below are the full descriptions of the information codes which appear on 
driving licences. They indicate what (if any) restrictions the driving entitlement is 
subject to. 
 

Code Description 

01 eyesight correction 

02 hearing/communication aid 

10 modified transmission 

15 modified clutch 

20 modified braking systems 

25 modified accelerator systems 

30 combined braking and accelerator systems 

35 modified control layouts 

40 modified steering 

42 modified rear - view mirror(s) 

43 modified driving seats 

44 modifications to motorcycles 

45 motorcycle only with sidecar 

70 exchange of licence 

71 duplicate of licence 

78 restricted to vehicles with automatic transmission 

79 restricted to vehicles in conformity with the specifications stated in brackets 

101 not for hire or reward 

102 drawbar trailers only 

103 subject to certificate of competence   

105 not more than 5.5m long 

106 restricted to vehicles with automatic transmission 

107 not more than 8250kg 

108 subject to minimum age requirements 

110 limited to invalid carriages 

111 limited to 16 passenger seats 

113 limited to 16 passenger seats except for automatics 

114 with any special controls required for safe driving 

115 organ donor 

118 start date is for earliest entitlement 

119 weight limit does not apply 

120 complies with health standard for category D1 

121 restricted to conditions specified in the Secretary of State's notice 

122 valid on successful completion: Basic Moped Training Course 
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Motoring Offences / Licence Driving Endorsement Cod es 

·  AC10 - Failing to stop after an accident  

·  AC20 - Failing to give particulars or to report an accident within 24 hours  

·  AC30 - Undefined accident offence  

·  BA10 - Driving while disqualified by order of Court  

·  BA20 - Driving while disqualified as under age  

·  BA30 - Attempting to drive while disqualified by order of Court  

·  CD10 - Driving without due care and attention  

·  CD20 - Driving without reasonable consideration for other road users  

·  CD30 - Driving without due care and attention/reasonable consideration  

·  CD40 - Causing death through careless driving when unfit through drink  

·  CD50 - Causing death by careless driving when unfit through drugs  

·  CD60 - Causing death by careless driving when alcohol level above limit  

·  CD70 - Causing death by careless driving then failing to supply a specimen  

·  CU10 - Using a vehicle with defective brakes  

·  CU20 - Using a vehicle with defective parts or accessories  

·  CU30 - Using a vehicle with defective tyres  

·  CU40 - Using a vehicle with defective steering  

·  CU50 - Causing or likely to cause danger by reason of load or passengers  

·  CU60 - Undefined failure to comply with Construction and Use Regulations  

·  DD10 - Driving in a dangerous mannerDD20 - Driving at a dangerous speed  

·  DD30 - Reckless Driving  

·  DD40 - Driving in a dangerous manner at a dangerous speed or recklessly  

·  DD50 - Causing death by dangerous driving  

·  DD60 - Manslaughter or culpable homicide while driving a vehicle  

·  DD70 - Causing death by reckless driving  

·  DD80 - Causing death by dangerous driving  

·  DR10 - Driving or attempting to drive with alcohol concentration above limit  

·  DR20 - Driving or attempting to drive when unfit through drink or drugs  

·  DR30 - Driving or attempting to drive then refusing to provide a specimen  

·  DR40 - In charge of a vehicle with alcohol concentration above limit  

·  DR50 - In charge of a vehicle while unfit through drink or drugs  

·  DR60 - Failure to provide a specimen other than driving/ attempting to drive  

·  DR70 - Failing to provide specimen for breath test  

·  DR80 - Driving or attempting to drive when unfit through drugs  

·  DR90 - In charge of a vehicle when unfit through drugs  

·  IN10 - Using a vehicle uninsured against third party risks  

·  LC10 - Driving without a licence  

·  LC20 - Driving while under age  
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Motoring Offences / Licence Driving Endorsement Codes – page 2 

·  LC30 - Driving after making a false declaration about fitness (Licence Application)  

·  LC40 - Driving a vehicle having failed to notify a disability  

·  LC50 - Driving after a licence has been revoked or refused on medical ground s 

·  MS10 - Leaving a vehicle in a dangerous position  

·  MS20 - Unlawful pillion riding  

·  MS30 - Playstreet offence  

·  MS40 - Driving with uncorrected defective eyesight or refusing eyesight test  

·  MS50 - Motor racing on the highway  

·  MS60 - Offences not covered by other codes  

·  MS70 - Driving with uncorrected defective eyesight  

·  MS80 - Refusing to submit to an eyesight test  

·  MS90 - Failing to give information as to identity of driver etc  

·  MW10 - Contravention of Special Roads Regulations (excluding speed limits)  

·  **99 - Non endorsable offence for which you can be disqualified (Criminal)  

·  PC10 - Undefined contravention of Pedestrian crossing Regulations  

·  PC20 - Contravention of Pedestrian crossing Regulations with moving vehicle  

·  PC30 - Contravention of Pedestrian crossing Regulations Stationary vehicle  

·  PL10 - Driving without 'L' Plates  

·  PL20 - Not accompanied by a qualified person  

·  PL30 - Carrying a person not qualified  

·  PL40 - Drawing an unauthorised trailer  

·  PL50 - Undefined failure to comply with the conditions a Provisional Licence  

·  SC19 - Section 19 (Transport Act 1981) Disqualification  

·  SC35 - Section 35 (Transport Act 1981) Disqualification  

·  SP10 - Exceeding goods vehicle speed limit  

·  SP20 - Exceeding speed limit for type of vehicle  

·  SP30 - Exceeding statutory speed limit on a public road  

·  SP40 - Exceeding passenger vehicle speed limit  

·  SP50 - Exceeding speed limit on a motorway  

·  SP60 - Undefined speed limit offence  

·  TS10 - Failing to comply with traffic light signals  

·  TS20 - Failing to comply with double white lines  

·  TS30 - Failing to comply with a 'Stop' sign  

·  TS40 - Failing to comply with directions of a constable or traffic warden  

·  TS50 - Failing to comply with a traffic sign (Excluding the above signs)  

·  TS60 - Failing to comply with a school crossing patrol sign  

·  TS70 - Undefined failure to comply with a traffic direction or sign  

·  TT99 - Disqualification due to 12 or more penalty points  

·  UT10 - Taking and driving away a vehicle without consent or attempt thereat  
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Motoring Offences / Licence Driving Endorsement Codes – page 3 

·  UT20 - Stealing or attempting to steal a vehicle  

·  UT30 - Going equipped for stealing or taking a motor vehicle  

·  UT40 - Taking or attempting to take a vehicle without consent  

·  UT50 - Aggravated Taking of a vehicle  

·  XX99 - Disqualified under 'totting-up' procedure 

 
Vocational drivers who reach 45 and then 65 years o f age 
 

Entitlement to drive lorries, minibuses or buses is normally valid until a drivers’ 
45th birthday. After that, they will need to renew their entitlement every five years, 
until they are 65. After the age of 65 they have to renew their licence every year. 
 

How to renew entitlement - The DVLA should send the driver, 56 days 
before the expiry of their driving entitlement, a D47P ‘application for renewal of 
lorry and bus entitlement’ and a D4 ‘medical examination report’. However, it is the 
drivers’ responsibility, not DVLA’s, to ensure that they are not driving if their 
entitlement has expired and it is the employers responsibility to make sure all 
drivers’ they employ are qualified and legally authorised to drive the vehicles they 
are assigned to.  
 

Photo-card driving licence holders - must complete the form D47P and 
ask their GP or any doctor to complete the D4 form, for which there will be a 
charge. 
 
Send the completed forms to DVLA, Swansea SA99 1BR 
 
A message on the D47P form will tell the driver if their photo is due for renewal, in 
which case they’ll need to include a new passport type photo and the fee of 
£17.50. There is only a need to provide the fee if the photo needs renewing. 
 
Renewing without a D47P ‘application form - If, for any reason (as was 
the case with the writer), a vocational driver doesn’t receive the reminder 
application forms they must complete a D2 with a D4, available from the DVLA 
form ordering service. 
 
 

Driving before a licence is returned - Once DVLA has received a valid 
application the driver named can drive before they receive their licence, as long as 
they: 

·  have held a Great Britain or Northern Ireland licence issued since 1st January 
1976 or another exchangeable licence  

·  aren't disqualified from driving (the Traffic Commissioner for the area the driver 
lives within will decide whether to grant their entitlement to drive these 
vehicles)  

·  haven't been refused a licence for medical reasons or for failing to comply with 
medical enquiries  

·  wouldn't be refused a licence for medical reasons (if in doubt, ask to check 
with their doctor)  

·  keep to any special conditions which apply to the licence 
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Drivers with a licence from an EC or EEA country 
 

All drivers in Great Britain must comply with British minimum age 
requirements. These are 18 years for medium-sized vehicles and 21 
years for large lorries and buses. 
 

Below is an explanation of the rules for drivers who come from elsewhere 
in the European Community (EC) and European Economic Area and who 
drive in Great Britain. 
 

As an Operator you must ensure that any non-UK drivers you consider 
employing disclose exactly what qualifications they have; what their 
levels of competence are and that they let you know of any serious health 
conditions they have or have had. Before you make any decision it is 
your responsibility to satisfy yourself that each individual driver has a 
valid and legally acceptable driving licence, there is not any excuses 
available to you to ignore this requirement. 
 

Drive on a licence from an EC or EEA country - Licences 
issued by countries in the European Community and European Economic 
Area have equal status to those issued in the UK. These are known as 
'Community licences'. 
 

The full list of these countries is: 
 

Austria  
Belgium  
Bulgaria  
Czech Republic  
Republic of Cyprus  
Denmark  
Estonia  
Finland  
France  
Germany  
Greece  
Hungary  
Iceland  
Republic of Ireland  
Italy  
Latvia  
Liechtenstein  
Lithuania  
Luxembourg  
Malta  
Netherlands  
Norway  
Poland  
Portugal  
Romania  
Slovenia  
Slovakia  
Spain  
Sweden 
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What a visitor to Great Britain can drive 
 

If a driver holds a valid Community licence and is visiting Great Britain, 
not working here, they can drive any vehicle providing their licence is 
valid. The appropriate full entitlement for the vehicle they wish to drive 
must be shown on their licence. 
 

Driving entitlements if a non-UK driver is resident  in Great 
Britain - If Holders of Community licences with vocational entitlement 
become resident in Great Britain they must register their details with the 
DVLA.  
 

For further information ring the DVLA Driving Licence Helpline, on 0870 
240 0009. 
 

If a driver holds a valid vocational Community licence they can legally 
drive in Great Britain for the period set out below. 
 

Alternatively, they can exchange their licence for a British licence at any 
time and continue driving in Great Britain providing their licence is valid: 
 

·  until aged 45 or for five years after becoming resident, 
whichever is the longer period  

·  if they are aged over 45 (but under 65), until their 66th birthday 
or for five years after becoming resident, whichever is the 
shorter period  

·  if they are aged 65 or over for 12 months after becoming 
resident 

 

To continue driving after these periods, they must get a British driving 
licence. 
 
 

Driving tests for new arrivals to Great Britain - If a driver wants 
to take a British driving test, normally they must be resident in Great 
Britain (GB). However, if they have moved to Great Britain having 
recently been permanently resident in another European Community or 
European Economic Area country, as shown on page 20, they must 
normally be resident in Great Britain for 185 days in the 12 months 
leading up to their application for a GB driving test and full licence. 
 

To take a GB driving test an applicant will need to apply for a GB 
counterpart licence (D58/2). They can do this by completing a D9 form - 
available from embassies or the DVLA - and enclose their community 
driving licence, which will be returned to them. 
 
The provisional licence document is free. However, when a driver claims 
full entitlement they must pay a fee and surrender their Community 
licence in exchange for a GB licence. 
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Make your employee’s / drivers' aware of their liab ility 
 
The Road Traffic Act states that it is an offence to drive a motor vehicle without a 
valid driving licence. 
 

Even though it is the employer's / operators responsibility to ask to see employee's 
qualifications (which includes driving licences) it is also the employee's / drivers' 
responsibility to keep the employer aware at all times of any issues with regard to 
the driving licence or any other qualifications. What's more, it must always be 
remembered that the Traffic Commissioner should be made aware of any 
prosecutions that a vocational licence holder is found guilty of, even when driving 
a private car. It is the Traffic Commissioner that polices the vocational categories 
and he expects to be kept up to date with the driving record of vocational category 
holders. What's more, operators / employers are expected to make sure that this 
(keeping the TC updated) is carried out as part of the obligation of being the holder 
of a Goods Vehicle Operators Licence.  
 

So, if a driver receives a graduated fixed penalty at the roadside and / or is 
successfully prosecuted and / or get penalty points through the courts, the 
operator / employer must be made aware as soon as possible and the TC also 
alerted. 
 
How to carry out a driving licence check 
 
Give your self time. You should have the relevant pages of this booklet open and 
in front of you so that you know what the different categories and any notes at the 
side of them relate to. A fatal mistake is to let the holder of the driving licence 
explain what the licence covers. It’s your responsibility to be competent to make 
your own decisions on what is covered and what is not.  Take a colour photo-copy 
each time you get the driving licence in front of you and mark the date and your 
initials on the copy. Look at the previous copy you made and make sure the 
licence is the same as the last time you saw it, or there is an acceptable 
explanation for any change - i.e. the licence has been renewed.  
 

Changes to the law, enabling VOSA operatives to issue graduated fixed penalties 
at the roadside have increased the need for every operator to make sure that they 
have in place an auditable system of regularly checking every drivers’ 
authorisation to drive the types of vehicles that they are employed to operate, as 
well as making sure they are in no doubt as to the importance of following all the 
standards and procedures in place to keep their employer and the relevant 
authorities aware of their driving record throughout their professional career.    
 

�

 
 
 
 
 

 

A Mobile Compliance Device  
(MCD) – now standard 
equipment for VOSA 
examiners.  
 
Enables the examiner to 
interrogate a digital tachograph 
driver card and gives the ability 
to electronically request live 
information regarding both the 
driver and the vehicle.  
 
Can be linked to a printer to 
generate prohibition notices 
and fixed penalty notices. 
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Fixed penalties at the roadside 
 
At the beginning of April 2009 new powers were introduced into the UK to ensure that 
all drivers who break the rules of the road, whether they be from this country or from 
abroad, will face prosecution and meaningful penalties, as has been the case in most 
other European countries for some time.  

Since the Road Safety Act 2006 gained Parliamentary approval we have been 
promised that operators of foreign registered vehicles would at last face the 
consequences of sending over to this country trucks in a dangerous condition with 
drivers’ who were not complying with the EC drivers’ hours regulations.  Up until now all 
that the authorities could do when faced with non-compliant vehicles was to present the 
operator with a prohibition notice, through his driver, which would more often than not 
be ignored. With regard to non-compliant drivers VOSA could do nothing more than 
advise the driver to park up for 24 hours to ensure he was, hopefully, fit to drive.  

VOSA Examiners now have the power to issue fixed penalties at the roadside to 
drivers of both UK and foreign registered vehicles.  What a lot of people are not aware 
of is that VOSA have had the ‘Power To Stop’ all types of vehicles, not just heavy 
goods vehicles, since the authorisation was granted to them by each of the Police 
Chief Constables across England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales from 2004 onwards. 

What are the penalties? 
 
The Fixed Penalty (Amendment) Order 2009 lays down the types of offence that are 
covered and the range of fines that can be levied through the fixed penalty scheme.  
Any driver who commits a traffic offence on UK roads and cannot provide a verifiable 
address through being the holder of a bona-fide driving licence will be obliged to pay a 
financial penalty deposit equal to the amount of fixed penalty, or £300.00 as a deposit 
in respect of any potential court fine, should the matter go to the Courts. 

The new measures also enable both the Police and VOSA to 
immobilize any vehicle that has been prohibited from continuing a 
journey where a driver is breaking the rules of drivers’ hours; is 
driving a vehicle that is overloaded; is driving a vehicle that is 
deemed unroadworthy by a VOSA Vehicle Examiner, as well as in 
cases where a driver refuses or is unable to pay a requested 
financial deposit 

The immobilisation powers are an additional sanction to help enforce prohibitions 
issued against vehicles, for instance because they are mechanically defective or, in the 
case of commercial vehicles, the vehicle is overloaded or the driver has been driving 
outside of the recognised EC drivers’ hours regulations. 

All the above have been implemented following the introduction of the contents of the 
Road Safety Act 2006. 

 

����
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Non-endorsable offence 
These powers enable both the Police and VOSA to issue fixed penalties for a list of 
non-endorsable offences, including: 

·  offences under drivers’ hours rules 

·  failing to hold an Operator’s Licence 

·  overloading a vehicle 

·  cabotage offences 

·  failing to produce evidence of a Driver CPC 

Endorsable offences 
The Police and VOSA are also able to issue fixed penalty notices to non-UK residents 
for endorsable offences. Details of the offences, including the penalty points, will be 
recorded on the DVLA driver record database. VOSA will not be issuing fixed penalties 
/ penalty points for all endorsable offences – i.e. speeding.  Serious offences, such as 
fraud / counterfeit documents will continue to be prosecuted in the normal way. 

As already specified, the level of fixed penalties range from £60.00 up to £200.00.  
Drivers’ hours and overloading offences are subject to graduated fixed penalties 
(according to the seriousness and nature of the offences). The level of graduated 
penalties is set out in the Fixed Penalty (Amendment) Order 2009, S.I. 2009 No.488, 
which amends the Fixed Penalty Order 2000. 

A deposit will be at the same level of the fixed penalty, between £60.00 and £200.00) 
or, for those cases which are to be taken to court, £300.00 up to a maximum of 
£900.00 for three or more offences. 

As an operator you must make sure your drivers’ inf orm 
you if they are issued with a fixed penalty ��

If they don't, your insurance cover may be at risk and the Traffic Commissioner may 
request an explanation as to why you do manage your drivers effectively. 

A graduated fixed penalty at the roadside from a VOSA examiner can be issued if the 
driver is found to have failed to comply with the drivers' hours regulations, or being in 
control of a vehicle that is found to be overloaded or unroadworthy. Even though this 
penalty is more than likely to be accompanied by a prohibition against the operators 'O' 
licence you must still make sure your drivers’ make you aware of the penalty issued 
against them.  

Procedures must be in place and evidence of these procedures available to mitigate if it 
is ever found that one of your drivers’ has not informed you.  
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Graduated Fixed Penalties 
 
Schedule 2, Article 2A of the Fixed Penalty (Amendment) Order 2009 Statutory 
Instrument No 488 lays out the graduated fixed penalties and the nature of the 
contravention or failure and what the penalty will be, dependent on the 
seriousness of offence. 
 
The Order prescribes the amount of fixed penalties and relates to various types of 
offence, such as failing to comply with record keeping (including obstructing an 
officer or failing to comply with requirements), failure to comply with a prohibition 
issued in respect of a vehicle, operating a goods vehicle without being the holder 
of a valid Goods Vehicle Operator Licence.   
 
Other areas that are now covered by penalties aimed specifically at the driver at 
the roadside relate to failing to comply with drivers’ hours; certain roadworthiness 
defects and overloading. 
 
Prohibitions affecting the Operator will more often than not be issued at the same 
time as the fixed penalty, but from now on the driver will be targeted and liable for 
personal financial penalty if he or she fails to carry out their obligations every time 
they go out o the road. 
 

Will drivers’ need to carry money with them to cove r 
penalties at the roadside?  
 
If your vehicle is correctly licensed and specified on your ‘O’ licence it is very 
unlikely that the driver of such a vehicle will be asked to pay a penalty at the 
roadside.   
 
Drivers’ who have verifiable addresses will be dealt with in the same way as they 
have always been when issued with fixed penalties by Police officers in the past. 
That is, they will be issued with the penalty notice by a VOSA or Police officer and 
they will be requested to sign for receipt of the notice.   
 
The driver then has up to 28 days to either accept the penalty and send in the 
appropriate fee to the address shown on the notice, or they can plead against the 
penalty and choose to settle the matter in the courts.  It is only drivers’ of foreign 
registered vehicles and / or those having no verifiable address that are expected 
to pay a penalty or deposit at the roadside.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The tables on the next few pages show you how the graduated fixed penalties will 
be arrived at by the authorities. 
 
 

 

 
Penalties will be issued directly to drivers for drivers’ 
hours offences and evidence of failing to keep a 
vehicle in a roadworthy condition.  
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Table 1 – offences relating to Section 96 (11) Tran sport Act 1968 (i) 
NOTE: Areas shown in grey text are those sections that do not relate to UK based goods vehicles  
drivers’ operating within the UK. 
 

 

(1) Nature of 
contravention or 

failure constituting 
the offence 

 

 

(2) Seriousness of offence and applicable amount of penalty 
 

 

£60.00 
 

£120.00 
 

£200.00 

 

1. Driving a vehicle or 
vehicles for more than 
10 hours contrary to 
section 96 (1) 
 

 
More than 10 hours but 

less than 11 hours 
driving. 

 
11 hours or more but 

less than 12 hours 
driving 

 
12 hours or more 

driving 

 

2. Failure to take an 
interval for rest and 
refreshment, contrary to 
section 96 (2) 
 

 
Being on duty for up to 

1 hour beyond the 
required break. 

 
Being on duty for 1 

hour or more, but less 
than 2 hours, beyond 
the required break. 

 

 
Being on duty for 2 

hours or more beyond 
the required break. 

 

3. Exceeding working 
day of 11 hours 
contrary to section 96 
(3)(a) 

 

 
More than 11 hours but 

less than 12 hours 
working. 

 
12 hours or more but 

less than 13 hours 
working. 

 
 

13 hours or more 
working. 

 

4. Failing to take a daily 
rest period between two 
successive working 
days, contrary to 
section 96 (4) 

 

 
Less than 11 hours but 

more than 10 hours 
daily rest. 

 
 

10 hours or less but 
more than 9 hours daily 

rest. 

 
 
 

9 hours or less. 

 

5. Failing to take a 
weekly rest period of 24 
hours, contrary to 
section 96 (6) 

 

 
Less than 24 hours but 

more than 23 hours 
rest. 

 
23 hours or less but 
more than 22 hours 

rest. 

 
 

22 hours rest or less. 

 

6. Exceeding the daily 
working time limit of 16 
hours in respect of a 
passenger vehicle. 

 

 
More than 16 hours but 

less than 17 hours 
working. 

 
17 hours or more but 

less than 18 hours 
working. 

 
18 hours or more 

working. 

 

7. Failing to take a daily 
rest period between two 
successive working 
days by a driver of a 
passenger vehicle. 

 

 
 

Less than 10 hours but 
more than 9 hours daily 

rest……. 

 
 

9 hours or less but 
more than 8 hours daily 

rest ……….. 

 
 

8 hours less daily rest 
……… 

 

8. Failing to take a rest 
period of 24 hours in 
each successive two 
week period by a driver 
of a passenger vehicle  

 

 
 

Less than 24 hours but 
more than 23 hours 

rest. 

 
 

23 hours or less but 
more than 22 hours 

weekly rest. 

 
 

22 hours or less weekly 
rest. 
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Table 2 – offences relating to Section 96 (11A) Tra nsport Act 1968 (a) 
 

 

(1) Nature of 
contravention or failure 
constituting the offence 

 

 

(2) Seriousness of offence and applicable amount of penalty 
 

 

£60.00 
 

£120.00 
 

£200.00 
 

1. Exceeding 9 hours daily 
riving, in contravention of 
paragraph 1 of Article 6(1) of 
the EC Regulation 
 

 
More than 9 hours but 

less than 10 hours 
driving. 

 
10 hours or more but 
less than 11 hours 

driving. 

 
11 hours or more 

driving. 

 

2. Exceeding 10 hours daily 
driving in contravention of 
paragraph 2 of Article 6(1) of 
the EC Regulation. 
 

 
More than 10 hours 

but less than 11 
hours driving. 

 
11 hours or more but 
less than 12 hours 

driving. 

 
12 hours or more 

driving. 

  

3. Exceeding the weekly 
driving time of 56 hours in 
contravention of Article 6(2) of 
the EC Regulation. 
 

 
More than 56 hours 

but less than 58 
hours driving. 

 
58 hours or more but 
less than 59 hours 

driving. 

 
59 hours or more 

driving. 

 

4. Exceeding 90 hours 
accumulated driving time in 
any two consecutive weeks, in 
contravention of Article 6(3) of 
the EC Regulation. 
 

 
More than 90 hours 

but less than 93 
hours driving. 

 
93 hours or more, but 

less than 94 hours 
driving. 

 
94 hours or more 

driving. 

 

5. Exceeding 4½ hours driving 
without taking a break, in 
contravention of Article 7 of 
the EC Regulation. 

 

 
More than 4½ hours 

but less than 5½ 
hours driving. 

 
5½ hours or more but 

less than 6½ hours 
driving. 

 
 

6½ hours or more 
driving. 

 
 

6. Insufficient regular daily rest 
period in 24 hour period, in 
contravention of Articles 8(1) 
and 8(2) of the EC Regulation. 

 

 
Less than 11 hours 
but more than 10 
hours daily rest. 

 
10 hours or less but 
more than 9 hours 

daily rest. 

 
 
9 hours or less daily 

rest. 
 

7. Insufficient reduced daily 
rest period in 24 hour period, 
in contravention of Articles 
8(1) and 8(2) of the EC 
Regulation. 

 

 
 

Less than 9 hours but 
more than 8 hours 

daily rest. 

 
 

8 hours or less but 
more than 7 hours 

daily rest. 

 
 

7 hours or less daily 
rest. 

 

8. Failure to take first rest of at 
least 3 consecutive hours 
where daily rest is split, as 
required by the first indent of 
Article 4(g) of the EC 
Regulation and in 
contravention of Articles 8(1) 
and8 (2) of that Regulation. 

 

 
 

 
Less than 3 hours but 

more than 2 hours.  

 
 

 
2 hours or less but 
more than 1 hours 

rest. 

 
 
 
 

1 hour or less rest. 

 

9. Failure to take second rest 
of at least 9 consecutive hours 
where daily rest period is split, 
as required by the first indent 
of Article 4(g) of the EC 
Regulation, and in 
contravention of articles 8(1) 
and 8(2) of that Regulation. 

 

 
 

 
Less than 9 hours but 

more than 8 hours 
rest. 

 
 

 
8 hours or less but 
more than 7 hours 

rest. 

 
 

 
7 hours or less rest. 
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Table 2 – offences relating to Section 96 (11A) Tra nsport Act 1968 (a) – page 2 
 

 

10. Failure to take daily rest 
period of at least 12 hours in 
total, where regular daily rest 
period is split, as required by 
the first indent of Article 4(g) 
of the EC Regulation and in 
contravention of Articles 8(1) 
and 8(2) of that Regulation. 

 

 
 

 
Less than 12 hours 
but more than 11 

hours rest. 

 
 

 
11 hours or less but 
more than 10 hours 

rest. 

 
 

 
10 hours or less 

rest. 

 

11. Insufficient rest in30 hour 
period by a driver engaged in 
multi-manning, in 
contravention of Articles 8(1) 
and 8(5) of the EC Regulation.  
 

 
 
Less than 9 hours but 

more than 8 hours 
rest. 

 
 

8 hours or less but 
more than 7 hours 

rest. 

 
 
 

7 hours or less rest. 

 

12. Insufficient regular weekly 
rest period, in contravention of 
Articles 8(1) and (6) of the EC 
regulation. 
 

 
Less than 45 hours 
but more than 43 
hours weekly rest. 

 
43 hours or less but 
more than 42 hours 

weekly rest. 

 
 

42 hours or less 
weekly rest. 

 

13. Insufficient reduced 
weekly rest period, in 
contravention of Articles 8(1) 
and (6) of the EC Regulation. 
 

 
 

Less than 24 hours 
but more than 22 

hours rest. 

 
 

22 hours or less but 
more than 21 hours 

rest. 

 
 

21 hours or less 
rest. 

 

14. Failure to take equivalent 
period of compensatory rest 
before the end of the third 
week where reduced weekly 
rest period has been taken as 
required by the second indent 
of Article 8(6) of the EC 
Regulation.   
 

 
 
 

Up to 3 hours less 
rest than required. 

 
 
 

3 hours or more but 
less than 4 hours less 

than required. 

 
 
 

4 hours or more less 
rest than required. 

 

15. Exceeding 9 hours daily 
driving, in contravention of the first 
sub-paragraph of article 6.1 of the 
AETR. 
 

 
More than 9 hours but 

less than 10 hours 
driving. 

 
10 hours or more but 
less than 11 hours 

driving. 

 
11 hours or more 

driving. 
 

 

16. Exceeding 10 hours daily 
driving (where permitted), in 
contravention of the first sub-
paragraph of Article 6.1 of the 
AETR.   

 
More than 10 hours but 

less than 11 hours 
driving. 

 
 

11 hours or more but 
less than 12 hours 

driving. 

 
12 hours or ore driving. 

 

17. Exceeding 90 hours total 
period of driving in any one 
fortnight, in contravention of 
Article 6.2 of the AETR. 
 

 
More than 90 hours but 

less than 93 hours 
driving. 

 
93 hours or more but 
less than 94 hours 

driving. 

 
94 hours or more 

driving. 

 

18. Exceeding 4½ hours driving 
without a break, in contravention 
of Article 7.1 of the AETR. 
 

 
More than 4½ hours but 

less than 5½ hours 
driving. 

 
5½ hours or more but 
less than 6½ hours 

driving. 
 

 
6½ hours or more 

driving. 

 

19. Insufficient daily rest period in 
contravention of the first sub-
paragraph of Article 8.1 of the 
AETR. 
 

 
Less than 11 hours but 

more than 10 hours rest. 

 
10 hours or less but 

more than 9 hours rest. 

 
9 hours or less rest. 

 

20. Insufficient reduced daily rest 
period (where permitted) in 24 
hours period in contravention of 
the first sub-paragraph of article 
8.1 of the AETR, where reduced 
daily rest periods taken. 
 

 
 

Less than 9 hours but 
more than 8 hours rest. 

 
 

8 hours or less but more 
than 7 hours rest. 

 
 

7 hours or less rest. 
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Table 2 – offences relating to Section 96 (11A) Tra nsport Act 1968 (a) – page 3 
 
 
 

21. Failure to take equivalent 
period of compensatory rest 
before the end of the following 
week in accordance with Article 
8.1 of the AETR, where reduced 
daily rest periods taken.  
 

 
 

Up to 3 hours less rest 
than required. 

 
 

3 hours or more but less 
than 4 hours less rest 

required. 

 
 

4 hours or more less 
rest than required. 

 

22. Failure to take rest of at least 
8 consecutive hours, in 
accordance with Article 8.1 of the 
AETR, where daily rest period is 
split. 
 

 
 

Less than 8 hours but 
more than 7 hours rest. 

 
 

7 hours or less but more 
than 6 hours rest. 

 
 

6 hours or less rest. 

 

23. Failure to tale daily rest period 
of 12 hours in total, in accordance 
with Article 8.1 of the AETR, 
where regular daily rest period is 
split. 
 

 
 

Less than12 hours but 
more than 11 hours rest. 

 
 

11 hours or less but 
more than 10 hours rest. 

 
 

10 hours or less rest. 

 

24. Insufficient consecutive rest 
period of 8 hours in 30 hour 
period where vehicle is manned 
by at least two drivers, in 
contravention of Article 8.2 of the 
AETR. 
 

 
 

Less than 8 hours but 
more than 7 hours rest. 

 
 

7 hours or less but more 
than 6 hours rest. 

 
 

6 hours or less rest. 

 

25. Insufficient regular weekly rest 
period, in contravention of Article 
6.1 and 8.3 of the AETR. 
 

 
Less than 45 hours but 

more than 43 hours rest. 

 
43 hours or less but 

more than 42 hours rest. 

 
42 hours or less rest. 

 

26. Insufficient reduced weekly 
rest period if taken where the 
vehicle is normally based or 
where the driver is based, in 
contravention of articles 6.1 and 
8.3 of the AETR. 
 

 
 

Less than 36 hours but 
more than 34 hours. 

 
 

34 hours or less but 
more than 33 hours rest. 

 
 

33 hours or less rest. 

 

27. Insufficient reduced weekly 
rest period of 24 hours if taken 
elsewhere than where the vehicle 
is normally based or where the 
driver is based, in contravention of 
Articles 6.1 and 8.3 of the AETR. 
 

 
 

Less than 24 hours but 
more than 22 hours rest. 

 
 

22 hours rest or less but 
more than 21 hours rest. 

 
 

21 hours or less rest. 

 

28. Failure to take sufficient 
compensatory rest for reductions 
in weekly rest period before the 
end of the third week in question, 
in contravention of articles 6.1 and 
8.3 of the AETR. 
 

 
 

Up to 3 hours less rest 
than required. 

 
 

3 hours or more but less 
than 4 hours less rest 

than required. 

 
 

4 hours or more less 
rest than required. 
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Table 3 – offences relating to Section 97 (1) Trans port Act 1968 (a)  
 

 

(1) Nature of contravention or failure constituting the offence  
 

(2) Amount of penalty 
 

 

1. Failure to ensure recording equipment installed in accordance with 
Article 3(1) of the Community Recording Equipment Regulation. 
 

 
 

£200.00 
 

2. Failing to ensure correct functioning of recording equipment or driver 
card, in accordance with Article 13 of that Regulation. 
 

 
£60.00 

 

3. Failing to ensure the proper use of the recording equipment, in 
accordance with Article 13 of that Regulation. 
 

 
 

£120.00 

 

4. Failing to ensure the proper use of the driver card, in accordance 
with Article 13 of that Regulation.  
 

 
£200.00 

 

5. Failing to ensure that printing can be carried out correctly in the 
event of an inspection (other than a failure to provide sufficient printing 
material), in accordance with Article 14(1) of that Regulation. 
 

 
£120.00 

 

6. Failing to ensure that printing can be carried out correctly in the 
event of an inspection by a failure to provide sufficient printing material, 
in accordance with Article 14(1) of the Regulation. 
 

 
£60.00 

 

7. Using the driver card of which the driver is not the holder, contrary to 
Article 14(4)(a) of the Regulation. 
 

 
£200.00 

 

8. Using a defective driver card, contrary to Article 14(4)(a) of that 
Regulation. 
 

 
£60.00 

 

9. Failure, at the start of the journey, to print out information required, 
etc, in accordance with Article 15(1)(a) of that Regulation. 
 

 
£120.00 

 

10. Failure at the end of the journey, to print out the information 
required, etc, in accordance with Article 15(1)(b) of the Regulation. 
 

 
£120.00 

 

11. Failure to use record sheets or driver card, in accordance with 
Article 15(2) of the Regulation. 
 

 
£200.00 

 

12. Unauthorised withdrawal of record sheet or driver card, contrary to 
article 15(2) of that Regulation. 
 

 
£120.00 

 

13. Failure to enter legibly on the record sheet, when away from the 
vehicle, periods of time, in accordance with Article 15(2) of the 
Regulation. 
 

 
£120.00 

 

14. Failure to amend record sheet or driver card as necessary when 
more than one driver on board the vehicle, in accordance with Article 
15(2) of that Regulation. 
 

 
£120.00 

 
 
 
 
Table 4 – offences relating to Section 41A Road Tra ffic Act 1988 (a)  

 
 

(1) Nature of contravention or the failure constituting the offence. 
 

 

(2) Amount the penalty 
 

1. Contravention of Regulation 27(1)(g) (failure to have a tread pattern 
of at least 1 millimetre) of the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) 
Regulations 1986 (b). 

 

 
£120.00 
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Table 5 – offences relating to Section 41B Road Tra ffic Act 1988  
 

 
(1) Nature of contravention or the failure 

constituting the offence   
 

 
(2) Amount of penalty  

 
 

£60.00 
 

 

£120.00 
 

£200.00 
 

1. Exceeding maximum authorised 
weight of vehicle, contrary to regulation 
4(1)(a) of, and Schedule 1 to, the Road 
Vehicles (Authorisation Weight) 
Regulations 1998(a). 
 

 
Exceeding weight 

by up to 10%. 

 
Exceeding weight 
by 10% or more, 

but less than 15%. 

 
Exceeding 

weight by 15% or 
more. 

 

2. Exceeding maximum authorised 
weight of vehicle combination, contrary 
to Regulation 4(1)(b) of, and Schedule 2 
to, the Road Vehicles (Authorised 
Weight) Regulations 1998. 
 

 
Exceeding weight 

by 10%. 

 
Exceeding weight 
by 10% or more, 

but less than 15%. 

 
Exceeding 

weight by 15% or 
more. 

 

3. Exceeding maximum authorised 
weight of axle, contrary to Regulation 
4(1)(c) of, and Schedule 3 to, the Road 
vehicles (Authorised Weight) Regulation 
1998. 
 

 
Exceeding weight 

by 10%. 

 
Exceeding weight 
by 10% or more, 

but less than 15%. 

 
Exceeding 

weight by 15% or 
more. 

 

4. Exceeding maximum permitted laden 
weight of a vehicle, contrary to 
Regulation 75(1) of, and Parts I, IA and II 
of Schedule 11 to, the Road Vehicles 
(Construction and Use) Regulations 
1986(b). 
 

 
Exceeding weight 

by 10%. 

 
Exceeding weight 
by 10% or more, 

but less than 15%. 

 
Exceeding 

weight by 15% or 
more. 

 

5. Exceeding maximum permitted laden 
weight of a trailer, contrary to Regulation 
75(3) of the Road Vehicles (Construction 
and Use) Regulations 1986. 
 

 
Exceeding weight 

by 10%. 

 
Exceeding weight 
by 10% or more, 

but less than 15%. 

 
Exceeding 

weight by 15% or 
more. 

 

6. Exceeding maximum permitted laden 
weight of a vehicle and trailer other than 
an articulated vehicle, contrary to 
Regulation 76(1) of the Road Vehicles 
(Construction and Use) Regulations 
1986. 
 

 
Exceeding weight 

by 10%. 

 
Exceeding weight 
by 10% or more, 

but less than 15%. 

 
Exceeding 

weight by 15% or 
more. 

 

7. Exceeding any weights shown on the 
plate fitted in accordance with Regulation 
66 of the Road Vehicles (Construction 
and Use) Regulations 1986, contrary to 
Regulation 80(1)(a) of those Regulations. 
 

 
Exceeding weight 

by 10%. 

 
Exceeding weight 
by 10% or more, 

but less than 15%. 

 
Exceeding 

weight by 15% or 
more. 

 

8. Exceeding any weight shown in 
column (2) of the plating certificate, 
contrary to regulation 80(1)(b) of the 
Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) 
Regulations 1986. 
 

 
Exceeding weight 

by 10%. 

 
Exceeding weight 
by 10% or more, 

but less than 15%. 

 
Exceeding 

weight by 15% or 
more. 

 

9. Exceeding maximum gross weight in 
respect of an agricultural trailed 
appliance, contrary to Regulation 
80(1)(c) of the Road Vehicles 
(Construction and Use) Regulations 
1986. 
 

 
Exceeding weight 

by 10%. 

 
Exceeding weight 
by 10% or more, 

but less than 15%. 

 
Exceeding 

weight by 15% or 
more. 

 

10. Exceeding sum of weights in respect 
of axles fitted with a compensating 
arrangement, contrary to Regulation 
80(2) of the Road Vehicles (Construction 
and Use) regulations 1986. 
 

 

 
Exceeding weight 

by 10%. 

 
Exceeding weight 
by 10% or more, 

but less than 15%. 

 
Exceeding 

weight by 15% or 
more. 
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Table 6 – offences relating to Section 42 Road Traf fic Act 1988(a) 
 

 

(1) Nature of contravention or failure constituting the offence 
 

 

(2) Amount of penalty 
 

1. Failure to meet requirements regarding speed limiters, in 
accordance with Regulation 36A(4) of the Road Vehicles 
(Construction and Use) Regulations 1986(a). 
 

 
£120.00 

 

2. Failure to meet requirements regarding speed limiters, in 
accordance with Regulation 36B(6) of those Regulations (b). 
 

 
£120.00 

 

3. Failure to maintain vehicle, etc, or to carry, etc, passengers 
in accordance with Regulation 100(2) of those Regulations, so 
as not to be a danger or a nuisance. 
 

 
£60.00 

 

4. Failure to carry load in a secure manner, etc, in accordance 
with Regulation 100(2) of those Regulations, so as not to be a 
danger or nuisance. 
 

 
 

£60.00 

 

5. Failure to use vehicle for suitable purposes, in accordance 
with Regulations, so as not to be a danger or a nuisance. 
 

 
£60.00 

 
 

Every operator must be sure that every one of their vocational drivers’ know how important it is 
that they comply with the drivers’ hours at all times and that they carry out regular daily walk 
round checks and that they act accordingly if they ever find a defect or evidence of a defect.   
 
They must also be fully conversant with the way in which they can check that they do not allow 
any vehicle to be overloaded or incorrectly loaded. They must know how to read plating 
certificates and calculate axle and overall weights.  
 
Once you are sure that they are competent to take your vehicles out on to the road and you 
have done everything you can to train and educate them to the standards required you must 
keep a record of that training and you must keep refreshing their knowledge base. 
 
Only then can you be satisfied that your Goods Vehicle Operator Licence is safe and that the 
driving licences you are regularly checking are safe as well.    

 
Conclusion 
 
It would be advisable if Operators made all their drivers’ aware of the above and how the 
regulations have been changed to enable VOSA to increase their power to target non-
compliant operators and drivers at the roadside. 
 
To ensure that your drivers’ and your company do not fall foul of the law it is now even more 
important than ever that continuous training and education is a regular feature of your day to 
day operations.  It is a mistake to allow the training budget to be the first to be cut back and it 
must be hoped that the introduction of the Driver CPC will at least allow every driver to 
undertake one day of refresher training each and every year. 
 
The EU training directive syllabus is so full of subjects and the DSA / JAUPT guidance so wide 
that each and every company can use this mandatory requirement as an opportunity to put 
together a relevant and interesting seven hour course that focuses on specific requirements 
and needs of your company. 

 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  None of the information and advice given within this publication must be taken 
as a statement of law. Independent legal advice should be taken if necessary.  
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Useful Contact Information 
 
                    Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency 
                     
Within England, Scotland and Wales, it is the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) who 
are responsibility for driving licensing and the issue of Driver CPC driver qualification cards. 
 

The DVLA is an Executive Agency of the Department for Transport (DfT). The Agency is 
accountable to the Secretary of State and Ministers and, through them, to Parliament and the 
public, for efficient and effective management of the Agency and its responsibilities. Our 
primary aims are to facilitate road safety and general law enforcement by maintaining registers 
of drivers and vehicles, and to collect vehicle excise duty (car tax). 
 
To find any additional information you require with regard to driver licences visit the DVLA 
website at:  www.dvla.gov.uk 

 
 
 
                                      Northern Ireland Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agenc y 
 

It is the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency in Northern Ireland (DVLNI) who are responsible for 
driving licences - the issuing of licences, endorsements / disqualifications and medical 
conditions. 
 
To find out additional information visit their website at: www.dvlni.gov.uk  

 

 
                 
 
                         Business Link 
 
Since March 2009 the gateway to much of the information available on the internet to do with 
government agency transport and logistics related services has been through the Business 
Link website.  
 

To find out more go to the Business Link website at: www.businesslink.gov.uk  

   
 

 
                     Truck UK 
 
Truck UK offers a wide range of compliance services to goods vehicle operators based within 
the United Kingdom.  Providing audits of existing standards and procedures; specialising in the 
design, production and introduction of bespoke Goods Vehicle Operator Compliance packages 
into all types and size of organisation; ongoing administration and quality control of company 
practices; induction and refresher classroom based training (including approved Driver CPC 
Periodic Training) for all types of professional driver and transport office staff, including 
management level employees. 
 
 

e-mail: info@truckuk.net or go to www.truckuk.net  
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